Surviving a Semester at Morgan
     At this point you have probably battled, and possibly won, the never ending struggle with the financial aid office to ensure that you had the finances to attend school this semester.  You have survived the registration scandal of 2005 and secured the classes that you need in order to continue on your path to your degree.  But most of all you have managed to find your classes, navigate your way through Morgan’s holding cell…aka the bookstore, and successfully completed your first few weeks of classes.  So what now?


Most college students can attest to the start off strong, lose motivation towards the middle and barely reach the finish line approach to his or her studies each semester.  You may ask yourself, “How can I avoid mid-semester burn out?”  Pacing my dear Watson, pacing.  You must establish a schedule that works for you.  Remember that school does not end once class is over.  Set aside time to review each day’s notes.  Equally important is setting aside time for fun once you have allotted time for your studies.  The familiar sentiment ‘all work and no play make Jack a dull boy’ is especially true when juggling the responsibilities of school, work, family, and a personal life.  In addition to scheduling study sessions with classmates, switch up the pace and go roller-skating or bowling to add a little fun to the mix.  The key word is balance.  Balance out your studies by scheduling time for extra curricular activities.

Managing your money is also a very important aspect of surviving college life.  Many students receive financial aid in one or two lump sums throughout the semester.  Initially, it may appear that you have hit the jackpot, but it’s important to remember that you can’t always estimate what type of expenses you will incur throughout the semester.  As opposed to rushing out and buying the latest cds, Manolo Blahnik’s, or rims, start up a savings account, or talk to a financial advisor about investing.  A little bit can go a long way.  So if you start now, you’ll be well on your way to having a sizable nest egg in case emergencies arise throughout the semester.

     Another important factor to keep in mind is flexibility.  The semester is just beginning so there is still time to balance out the workload by adding, dropping, or changing classes as needed.  Also, be flexible with the administration and faculty.  In the beginning there may be teacher, class time, or book changes that may have been necessary to ensure that you as a student get the most out of your investment.  Change is not a scary word that should force you to run and hide under the bed in your dorm.   Rather, if you embrace change by being flexible while managing your time and finances, you will have a jump start on a successful semester at Morgan.
Good Luck!!!

All work found on www.mikeyllo.com written and copyrighted by the author, Michael Rochelle, who can be reached at michael_rochelle@hotmail.com.

