"TO PACE, OR NOT TO PACE"

FADE IN:

EXT. Streets of new york -- AFTERNOON

Carrie is hurriedly walking down the street oblivious to the things going on around her. Running late, she is headed to the diner to meet her friends.

CARRIE (V.O.)

To be successful in New York, you have to learn to pace yourself. When you live in the city that never sleeps, you can get burned out from moving too fast, or get left behind by moving too slow. Somewhere in between is that perfect pace that keeps you afloat within all the hustle and bustle of everyday life. The funny thing about being single in the city is that we can pace ourselves on the streets of Manhattan, but not in relationships. From past experience, I had learned the importance of pacing.   With Big, I  seemed to jump right into the situation no matter how clear and present the signs were that danger was right around the corner.  With Aiden, I tried to move a little slower but ultimately came out with the same results. In an attempt to turn over a new leaf, Berger and I had been enjoying a slow and steady pace over the past few months. I was awaiting his return from his national book tour promoting his second book "Take a Bite". Needless to say, I was excited about his return. 

INT. The diner -- AFTERNOON

Samantha, Miranda and Charlotte are sitting at the table waiting for Carrie to arrive before ordering lunch. Carrie skips over to the table, obviously happy and cheerful.

Samantha

Well it's about time.

Carrie

I'm so sorry.

Miranda

What took you so long?

Charlotte

Yeah, we've been waiting.

CARRIE

I can see that.

MIRANDA

I'm literally starving here. It took all I had not to order the 16 ounce steak as an appetizer.

CARRIE

I'm sorry guys. I got a little caught up.

SAMANTHA

Doing what?

CARRIE

Well...you know. 

MIRANDA

No, we don't know.

CARRIE (V.O.)

I didn't have the heart to tell them I hadn't paced myself to be on time because I had been on the phone with Berger making sure that he had paced himself to be back in New York that evening.

MIRANDA

And why are you smiling?  Something's going on.

CARRIE

I'm not smiling. You're seeing things. It's an illusion.

MIRANDA

Ok, David Copperfield.

SAMANTHA

Honey, if you smile any harder your face is going to crack.

CARRIE

Oh stop. Can't a girl just be happy to see her friends? And it's such a beautiful day outside. Can't I just enjoy it.

 MIRANDA, CHARLOTTE, SAMANTHA

No!

CARRIE (V.O.)

It was clear that they weren't going to drop the subject.

CARRIE

O.K. Sherlocks, you got me. There is a reason for my great mood.

CHARLOTTE

Oh, I know what it is.

MIRANDA

What is it?

CHARLOTTE

Someone's going to have a visitor tonight.

SAMANTHA

Oh, you must give details. Whose the lucky bastard?

CARRIE

Guess who's back on the next thing smoking?

MIRANDA

Oh, Berger comes back today from the book tour. That's why you're so giddy.

CARRIE

He sure does and I can't wait.

SAMANTHA

How long has it been since he left.

CARRIE

It been about two month...two months too long.

MIRANDA

Isn't that a little short for a book tour. I thought that he'd be on the road for a lot longer than that for a successful book.

CARRIE

Well, it's the gift and the curse of your publishing company being on a budget. Besides, it's been too long since I've seen him. I really miss him. 

CHARLOTTE

How is everything going with you two?

CARRIE

Everything is so new. We're still at that point where everything is still fresh. I'm still getting butterflies whenever I think about him.

MIRANDA

Are you sure it's not just indigestion?

CARRIE

No, but it makes me feel better to believe that it's butterflies as opposed to indigestion.

SAMANTHA

I don't remember what having butterflies feel like. I wonder why.

CHARLOTTE

That's because you have to feel something for the person. You don't get butterflies when you are only having sex.

SAMANTHA

Well, I'll take an orgasm over butterflies any day.

CARRIE

Well, I've got the butterflies and the relationship is still so fresh, so clean.

MIRANDA

Don't you wish you could keep that fresh feeling?

CARRIE (V.O.)

Suddenly it seemed like we were doing a Summer's Eve commercial.

MIRANDA

Why does it have to go away?  

SAMANTHA

All good things eventually go away.

CHARLOTTE

That's not true. You can keep the newness and freshness in your relationships. I just read a book that said that the key to happiness is change. You have to change up things and keep them new.

CARRIE

What? Like an outfit? I can do that.

CHARLOTTE

No, it's deeper than that.

SAMANTHA

It's like giving head. There has to be over a thousand different ways to do it. 

You don't need a book to tell you that. It's instinct.

Samantha winks at the girls.

CHARLOTTE

That's not what the book meant. It listed things like not having a daily schedule so that things don't get monotonous. 

MIRANDA

I have to have a daily schedule or else, things don't get done. And if things don't get done, then I'm a mad woman.

CHARLOTTE

For example, if the only time you typically have sex with your spouse is every night at 10PM, try doing it as soon as you get home from work or when you get up in the morning for a change.

SAMANTHA

Yeah, because if you fuck as soon as you get home, there's always the possibility that you could fuck again before the night is over with. That's enough to make you throw the schedule out the window. 

MIRANDA

That's too much work. I'd just order some freshness or newness online. Maybe they have it on Ebay. I'd order it in bulk.

The girls begin laughing.

CARRIE

Well, I don't have to worry about all of that just yet. The newness is still there. We are pacing ourselves and taking it slow.

SAMANTHA

How slow?

CARRIE

No kissing, no hugging, no touching...we are connecting mentally.

MIRANDA

Do people still do that? Here I thought that people only connected online.

SAMANTHA

Honey, that's not taking it slow. That's being stopped at a light in Manhattan.

CHARLOTTE

No, taking your time is good. You shouldn't just rush into everything. 

CARRIE (V.O.)

I wanted to ask Charlotte if she remembered meeting Trey and then getting married within a few months. If that wasn't rushing, I didn't know what was.  

CARRIE

I can see someone's had a little fun in the self help section again.

CHARLOTTE

I only took a peek. 

MIRANDA

Sure you did.

CHARLOTTE

Anyway, you can't just rush over the speedbumps of love if you want it to last.

MIRANDA

So that's what those things are, speedbumps. I always wondered.

CARRIE

Well we're not rushing over anything. We're taking grandma steps to wherever it is this relationship is taking us. I think it's best for us that way.  He's been hurt. I've been hurt. We don't want to go down those roads again. Matter of fact, we don't even want to be in the same state as those roads.

SAMANTHA

If you aren't going to have sex, you could at least do something physical with the man. What happened to testing out the merchandise before you buy?

CARRIE (V.O.)

I wondered if Samantha believed in pacing at all.

CHARLOTTE

You don't need to test the merchandise first.

MIRANDA

And if it doesn't work out, is there a return policy? And what's the shelf life?

SAMANTHA

The least you could do is do a price check.

CARRIE

I'm confused, are we still talking about love or shopping?

SAMANTHA

This isn't about love, this is about making sure your needs can be met before you jump in head first. I'm sure Charlotte here would agree.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Uh Oh.

CHARLOTTE

Why would you say a thing like that? That was one incident. It doesn't mean that everyone that waits will have a problem with impotency. He just couldn't get it up. That wasn't his fault or my fault. And it certainly had nothing to do with the time it took for us to get to that level. I still loved him.

SAMANTHA

You see where that got you. Love is overrated.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Overrated or not, I was going to put my past attempts behind me and give it another try. It was definitely time for me to open my heart back up for business.

INT. Miranda's Apartment -- EVENING

Miranda is preparing dinner while Steve is sitting at the table playing with Brady.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Later that evening, Miranda was wishing that Steve would pick up the pace in gathering his things so that he could leave but Steve had other plans in mind.

Steve

This is the coolest little guy. Isn't he the coolest?

CARRIE (V.O.)

And a little less enthusiastic...

MIRANDA

Yeah, he's the coolest baby.

STEVE

You know, everyday Brady is starting to look more and more like me.

MIRANDA

He doesn't look like you, Steve.

STEVE

He does look like me. Can't you see it?

MIRANDA

He does not. Look at his hair. It's clearly me that he takes after.

STeve

Well, besides the hair. Those are my cheeks that he's got. And look at his ears. They stick out just like mine.

MIRANDA

If you say so. And don't talk about his ears.

STEVE

They are cute right?

MIRANDA

Yeah, they are cute. Brady's a stud.

STEVE

Just like his dad.

MIRANDA

Um, could you pass me that barf bag on the table.

STEVE

Very funny.

Steve stops smiling and gets a very serious look on his face.

STEVE

Do you think he knows?

MIRANDA

Knows what? About his ears?

STEVE

No, about us.

MIRANDA

What about us, Steve?

STEVE

You know, that I spend time with him and then I leave. I don't play as big a part in his life as you do.

MIRANDA

That's not true. You play a big part in his life. You are here almost everyday. So what you don't spend the night.

STEVE

It is true. He has to know that something is different about us.

Miranda

Steve, he's two. He doesn't realize that we aren't together. Besides, there is nothing we can do about it.

STEVE

That's not entirely true.

MIRANDA

Steve, what are you saying?

CARRIE (V.O.)

Miranda asked, hoping that he wasn't going to say what she thought he would. But then...

STEVE

Don't you think that Brady deserves two parents?

CARRIE (V.O.)

Although she had thought that he would ask her that, she still couldn't believe he actually verbalized it. She attempted to answer his question, but no words came out. So instead...

Miranda begins chopping up a cucumber like a mad woman.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Miranda had never chopped faster. And after she ran out of cucumber, she knew that it was time to cut Steve's visit short.

MIRANDA

I think you should go.

STEVE

Why? What's the hurry?

CARRIE (V.O.)

She thought quickly. She needed something that he couldn't dispute. 

MIRANDA

Um...

CARRIE (V.O.)

Something that would send him on his way quick and expeditiously.

MIRANDA

It's that time of the month.

STEVE

Oh, I'll get my things.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Steve never moved quicker.

Miranda walks him to the door and sees him out. As he stands there in an attempt to say something else, Miranda shuts the door in his face and locks it. With 

her back to the door, she has a look of bewilderment on her face.

INT. Local Bar -- EVENING

Samantha arrives at a bar where her new friend, Lionel, is waiting for her. After she spots him, she slowly walks over to the table, holding him captive with each step.

CARRIE (V.O.)

In a bar uptown, Samantha was having no problem pacing herself. It was the first time she had gone out with Lionel Hastings, a Broker that specialized in results. Samantha had heard that not only was he rich, but he also had a reputation for pleasing the ladies. Not one to be left out, Samantha figured that she would test out the merchandise to see if it earned her stamp of approval.

Lionel

You have to be the most beautiful woman in the room. You look stunning.

SAMANTHA

I know. I always do.

LIONEL

You certainly have my attention.

SAMANTHA

That's good to know.

LIONEL

So, what will you have to drink?

SAMANTHA

I'll have a cosmopolitan.

LIONEL

How very New York of you.

CARRIE (V.O.) 

Samantha would have ordinarily tried to skip the small talk and got right down to business, but she figured that she would take Charlotte's advice and try something different. As long as at the end of the night Lionel gave her a decent reward.

LIONEL

I've been thinking about you all week.

SAMANTHA

Have you?

CARRIE (V.O.)

Now things were getting down to business. 

LIONEL

All I could think about was getting the opportunity to be seen on the town with you. That will definitely increase my personal portfolio.

SAMANTHA

Well, I'm flattered.

LIONEL

So, tell me about yourself. What do you do to keep yourself busy?

SAMANTHA

Well, of course you know that I'm in public relations.

LIONEL

You mean you work in public relations or you have public relations?

SAMANTHA

Both.

They both share a laugh.

LIONEL

I have heard that you are one of the best that the city has to offer.

SAMANTHA

Correction, I am the best the city has to offer. Your reputation proceeds you as well. 

LIONEL

And what reputation is that?

SAMANTHA

You know the reputation I'm referring to.

LIONEL

I guess there is no need in being modest.

SAMANTHA

My name and modesty are seldom found in the same sentence.

LIONEL

I'd like to explore that one day.

SAMANTHA

Today's just as good as any.

LIONEL

(laughing) So what do you like to do when you're lonely?

SAMANTHA

Honey, I'm never lonely.

LIONEL

Oh really? So your rolodex is that thick?

Carrie (V.O.)

This was the kind of talk Samantha had been waiting for.

SAMANTHA

I'm a lady that knows how to get things done. I do whatever it takes to accomplish my needs.

LIONEL

Is it hot in here, or is it just you?

SAMANTHA

It's me.

LIONEL

It's good to know that you own your sexuality. So many women are afraid of it. They miss out on so much because they don't know how to let go. I've never understood how they live so confined.

SAMANTHA

That's not a problem for me. Sexuality is my middle name.

Lionel's pager goes off. He takes it off his hip and looks at it.

LIONEL

That's the office, it's a code blue.

SAMANTHA

What does a code blue mean?

LIONEL

It's an emergency meeting.

SAMANTHA

Do you have to go?

LIONEL

Unfortunately so. I promise to make it up to you though.

SAMANTHA

You better.

LIONEL

I'll call you one day this week and we'll set something up.

Lionel stands up from the table.

SAMANTHA

Sounds good.

LIONEL

Take care my lady.

He begins walking away.

SAMANTHA

Bye-bye.

CARRIE (V.O.) 

Somewhat flustered that she wouldn't be able to test out the merchandise or at least do a price check, Samantha decided to call it a night.

Samantha finishes her drink, picks up her purse and heads to the front door.

INT. Charlotte's apartment -- EVENING

Charlotte is just getting home from her volunteer job at one of the local art galleries. She picks up her mail and quickly looks over each piece until she finds a gold colored envelope with a red ribbon around it.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Meanwhile, Charlotte was looking forward to having an evening to herself to just relax. Although she didn't have a paying job, she still accumulated the same amount of stress from her volunteering. A golden envelope with no return address on it caught her attention. It intrigued her so she opened it.

CHARLOTTE

(reading) Are you happy with your current living situation? 

CARRIE (V.O.)

She almost decided to tear it up right then but something made her continue reading.

CHARLOTTE

(reading) Are you longing for something to enhance your living experience? If you are missing the opportunity of making your life more meaningful, then maybe adoption is for you.

She frowns her face at the letter but is too intrigued to put it down.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Apparently, the adoption agency had the perfect answer to making Charlotte's life better. She hadn't given much thought about having a child since her divorce from Trey. Adoption had never even crossed her mind. Inside the letter was a postcard that asked Charlotte if she wanted more information. Charlotte couldn't make up her mind whether to check the yes box or the no box, so she left it on the counter to look at later.

INT. carrie's Apartment -- NIGHT

Carrie is preparing for her reunion with Berger and is getting highly flustered because she can't find anything to wear. 

Carrie (V.O.)

One of the best parts of being a New Yorker is the options. At any given time there are about a million things to do. For most New Yorkers, shopping ranks pretty high on that list. 

And since nothing ever closes, except the dry cleaners when you need to pick something up, at 3 in the morning you can purchase the newest Minolo Blahnik strappy sandals and a dress to go with them. The problem comes in when you have too many options. Although my closet resembled the sales floor at Barney's, I couldn't find a dress that made the  statement that I wanted. I needed a dress that yelled "Hey you! Look what you've been missing." I needed to make sure Berger got the message.

The phone rings and Carrie answers it.

CARRIE

Hello.

MIRANDA

Hey, it's me. What are you doing?

CARRIE

I'm on the losers side of a battle with my closet.

MIRANDA

Why?

CARRIE

I can't find anything to wear.

MIRANDA

What do you mean you can't find anything to wear? You have more clothes than half the people of Manhattan combined.

CARRIE

That's not helping.

MIRANDA

Sorry.

CARRIE

I need an outfit that makes a statement.

MIRANDA

Wait, I have one of those. It reads "I'm desperate" in neon lights on the back. It lights up depending on my mood.

CARRIE

Very funny. Maybe I won't wear a dress.

MIRANDA

Where do you plan on going?

CARRIE

I haven't decided. I think we're just going to wing it. Who knows? We may just sit on the front steps and talk. We have a lot of catching up to do. 

MIRANDA

Do people still say wing it?

CARRIE

I did go kind of far back in the archives for that one. But anyway, I really need to get going so that I can be ready when Berger gets here.

MIRANDA

When is he going to be there?

CARRIE

Within the hour.

MIRANDA

But I wanted to tell you about Steve.

CARRIE

Unless it's an emergency, it's going to have to wait.

MIRANDA

Oh,ok. I'll tell you tomorrow at lunch.

CARRIE

Ok. Have a good night.

MIRANDA

You do the same. Don't have too much fun. Remember to pace yourself.

CARRIE

I got it. Bye.

After hanging up, the intercom buzzes. Carrie goes over to it and presses the button.

CARRIE

Who is it?

Berger

It's me, Carrie.

CARRIE

Berger, I'm not ready yet.

BERGER

So, you're just going to leave me out here.

CARRIE (V.O.)

I wanted to tell him to come up, but risking him seeing me with nothing on wasn't exactly the message I had intended to give.

CARRIE

I'll be down in five minutes.

BERGER

OK. I'll be here.

CARRIE

All right.

Carrie quickly picks out a pair of shorts and a nice blouse as opposed to the dresses she had previously pulled out.

EXT. Carrie's apartment's Front steps -- MOMENTS LATER

Carrie opens the door and grins at Berger. After locking the door, she runs down the steps and gives him a big hug.

BERGER

How's it going?

CARRIE

I'm fine. I missed you so much.

BERGER

I missed you too.

CARRIE

You look the same.

BERGER

Was I supposed to have changed?

CARRIE

Well, the last time I saw you, you were just a Berger. But now you are a bestseller.

BERGER

I was a bestseller for like a day and a half and that was because I was giving out coupons for free dinners with each book.

CARRIE

It doesn't matter. You are still a bestseller to me.

BERGER

It's good to know I have your support.

CARRIE

Was there ever any doubt?

CARRIE (V.O.)

It wasn't until then that I realized just how much I really had  missed him. I looked into his eyes and for a brief moment felt lost. 

An overwhelming feeling came over me that those eyes were the eyes that I could look at for the rest of my life. I didn't quite know where that feeling came from or why but it sure felt good.

BERGER

So where are we going?

CARRIE

I'm not sure. I really didn't plan anything. I just wanted to talk to you. We've got a lot of catching up to do.

BERGER

I guess we do.

CARRIE

So what did you do out there on the road all that time?

BERGER

Oh, come on. You've been on the road before. You're a veteran.

They begin walking down the street.

CARRIE

But this was your first experience touring. Those are always special.

BERGER

Well, it sure beats going straight to the 75% off bin like the first book did.

CARRIE

You can't win them all.

BERGER

Well, there was this one instance where I was the opening act for a dog they called Mr Winkle.

CARRIE

Oh no, you too. How many books is Mr. Winkle going to write?

BERGER

That has been the low point of my career so far. No one was there to hear me speak, everyone wanted to speak to the little dog. They even asked it questions. In fact, he got more questions then I did.

CARRIE

I share your pain. I was practically shoed off the stage so that the dog could have the spotlight.

BERGER

At least they let you use the stage. It was roped off from me.

CARRIE

You got a raw deal.

BERGER

I'd say so. But other than that, it was a great experience. It made me want to start on the next one. Isn't it about time for you to start on your next one too.

CARRIE

No, not just yet. I need to live and experience things to give me new material to write about. And remember, I already write a daily column. So although it may not be in book format, let it be known that I am a regular contributor of American literature.

BERGER

I would say that you are.

CARRIE

Good American literature too, mind you.

BERGER

Hey, I'm a believer.

CARRIE

You darn well better be.

Carrie punches him on the arm.

BERGER

So are you going to decide what we're going to do or are we just going to keep walking until we hit Brooklyn.

CARRIE (V.O.)

And with that, everything was just the way it should be. After a month of going without, I finally had my Berger and I was absolutely loving it.

INT. THE DINER -- AFTERNOON

Carrie, Samantha, Miranda and Charlotte all sit at the table eating.

MIRANDA

So what happened with you last night?

CARRIE

I tell you no lie. The minute I hung up with you, he was at the front door. I had no choice but to just throw on the first thing I could get my hands on.

SAMANTHA

Forget that, I want details on the date. Give me the goods.

CARRIE

We just talked.

SAMANTHA

And there was no sex?

CARRIE

Nope. No sex,just talking.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Yup, we were still pacing.

MIRANDA

How long do you plan on keeping that up?

CARRIE

For as long as we can without missing our window.

CHARLOTTE

What window?

CARRIE

That window of time where two people have dated so long before getting physical that they just become friends.

CHARLOTTE

The timing should make the relationship stronger.

MIRANDA

But isn't that how relationships go anyway. No matter how you start off you always end up as friends. Look at Steve and I. We jumped right dead smack into bed and we ended up being just friends.

SAMANTHA

That theory has a flaw. Look at 

Richard and I. We hopped in the sack on the first date and we are the furthest from friends.

CARRIE

Yeah, and Big and Aiden certainly have a line through my name in the friends and family category.

CHARLOTTE

I wouldn't say that Trey and I are friends. We're more cordial than anything else.

MIRANDA

I withdraw the statement from the table.

SAMANTHA

Well, I met Lionel for drinks last night.

MIRANDA

How was it?

SAMANTHA

Apparently, Carrie and I have more in common than we thought. I wanted to fuck, he wanted to talk.

CHARLOTTE

That's so crass Samantha.

SAMANTHA

It's the truth. I know what I want and I'm not afraid to say it.

CARRIE

So what did you do?

SAMANTHA

Before we could finish our drinks, he was paged and had to go into the office. He said he'd call. Meanwhile, I had to go home and masturbate.

MIRANDA

Suddenly this creamed corn doesn't look so great.

SAMANTHA

Oh, get over it. We all have been known to enjoy ourselves every now and then. Sometimes that's all I want. No foreplay and fondling, just give me my Quick Beaver and I'm happy.

CHARLOTTE

What is a Quick Beaver? 

CARRIE

Do you have to ask? We're talking about Samantha here.

SAMANTHA

Oh, it's only the best invention since the microwave.

MIRANDA

And here I thought it was the remote.

CARRIE

Oh, Miranda, what did you have to tell me about Steve?

MIRANDA

Last night, he asked if I thought Brady knew that we weren't together.

SAMANTHA

What kind of question is that? 

MIRANDA

He wanted to know if I ever thought about the fact that Brady needs two parents.

CARRIE

Did his comment come with options?

MIRANDA

He kind of hinted around us getting back together in some capacity. I don't know whether he's saying it because it means it or if he just thinks it's the right thing to do.

CHARLOTTE

And what did you tell him?

MIRANDA

I didn't tell him anything. I just shoed him out of the house as fast as I could. 

I couldn't tell him that I don't think that having a baby is enough to make people stay together. I don't think that's the answer to our problems. Sure, Brady doesn't have two parents in the same home, but that doesn't mean that he isn't loved. 

SAMANTHA

You are right there. What do you think Carrie?

CARRIE

I'm not at liberty to say. I grew up without a father in the household so my opinion is a little biased.

MIRANDA

So you think that I should get back with Steve just so he can have a father in the household.

CARRIE

I didn't say that. I'm just saying that I know how life can be growing up without a father. That's serious stuff.

SAMANTHA

Why are you so quiet over there Miss Charlotte.

CHARLOTTE

I'm thinking about adopting.

CARRIE

Adopting what? a puppy?

CHARLOTTE

No, a baby.

MIRANDA

What brought this on?

CHARLOTTE

I got a pamphlet in the mail yesterday asking if I wanted to enhance the quality of my life.

SAMANTHA

And the answer is having someone else's whiny little brat running around your house? I think not.

CHARLOTTE

It's not like that Samantha. You know I've always wanted to have a baby.

CARRIE

Yeah, but we also thought you wanted to have your own, not get a ready made one.

MIRANDA

Can you order those off Ebay too?

CHARLOTTE

I don't know you guys. I'm starting to think that maybe it's the best thing for me to do. When Trey and I were trying, the doctors said that it would be really difficult for me to have a child. So, even if I started trying to have my own, it's no guarantee that it would happen. And besides, once you hit 35, the chances are higher that your baby will have birth defects.

MIRANDA

Well, Brady's ok. At least I think he is.

CHARLOTTE

This is serious, I'm seriously thinking about it. Look at all the children out there that need homes. If we don't help them, who will.

CARRIE (V.O.)

There was nothing any of us could say to that comment. It seemed like the perfect setup, maybe better if you think about the fact that you can return adopted children whereas you can't do that with your own.

INT. Carrie's Bedroom -- EVENING

Carrie is sitting at her computer, working on her column.

CARRIE (V.O.)

When you think about life in general, we tend to think of accomplishments. Then accomplishments are judged by our ages. We don't look at someone who is extremely successful at 50 the same as we do someone who is extremely successful at 25. It all goes back to pacing and making the right choices. The same rules apply to relationships. Here my friends and I are in our late thirties and none of us are in the perfect relationship. Nor do we have the big white house with the picket fence and the dog that we dreamed about when we were little girls. I had to wonder, in relationships, since there is no set timeline to follow, how do we know if we are moving at the right pace?

INT. Samantha's apartment -- EVENING

Samantha is going over some work papers while sitting on her bed.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Just when Samantha thought she would have to pull out the Quick Beaver, she got the phone call she had been waiting on.

The phone rings. Samantha answers it.

SAMANTHA

This is Samantha.

LIONEL

Hey Samantha. It's Lionel.

SAMANTHA

Well, it's about time. I thought you had forgotten me. I almost pulled out my rolodex.

LIONEL

No, don't do that. I'm here baby.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Although she hated being called baby, she let this one slide. No need in ruffling Lionel's feathers before she got the goods.

SAMANTHA

So what's on your mind?

LIONEL

I wanted to see what you were up to tonight?

SAMANTHA

What do you have in mind?

LIONEL

I was thinking that maybe you could swing by. I'm having a little get together later on.

SAMANTHA

Oh really, sounds like fun. Who is going to be there?

LIONEL

Oh, just a few people. I don't know them that well.

SAMANTHA

You are having a get together but you don't know the people that are coming?

LIONEL

No I don't. You see, it's a different type of get together I have planned.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Samantha was both intrigued and nervous at the same time.

SAMANTHA

Well, how did you meet these people?

LIONEL

We haven't exactly met yet. The people that are coming answered an ad that I posted.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Forget the intrigue, now Samantha was just scared.

SAMANTHA

I'm not sure I understand.

LIONEL

It's a swinger's party. I'm having it here at my house. It's one of my fantasies and I would like you to participate.

SAMANTHA

So you put an ad out in the newspaper for random people to come over and have sex at your house?

LIONEL

Isn't it intriguing?

CARRIE (V.O.)

Samantha could think of a few words to describe the idea of having complete strangers come to your house for up close and personal action, but intriguing was not one of them.

SAMANTHA

Um.

LIONEL

I think you should come over. It's guaranteed fun.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Fun was also not one of the words that Samantha would have used to describe Lionel's party. Although Samantha was a very sexually liberated woman, even she had her limits.

SAMANTHA

Look Lionel, I just don't think that it's a good idea.

LIONEL

I know that a sexually free person like yourself isn't turning down an opportunity to take the act of sexual experience to a different level.

SAMANTHA

I have done many things in my life, but having sex in a room with a group of people that I don't know isn't exactly my thing.

LIONEL

Are you sure?

CARRIE (V.O.)

She had never been so sure of anything before in her life. Samantha had never been scared of exploring her sexuality and had even participated in similar situations in the past but now that she was a little older, she wanted to start acting it.

SAMANTHA

Yeah, I'm going to have to pass this time.

LIONEL

You're going to miss out.

SAMANTHA

That's ok. You have fun though.

LIONEL

I will. It would be more fun if you were here but I'll just make due.

SAMANTHA

You do that.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Samantha had finally met someone who moved at a faster pace than she did. For the first time in her life she enjoyed the view from the sidelines as opposed to jumping into the race.

Samantha hangs up the phone, puts the papers that she had been reading away and starts digging in her drawer for the Quick Beaver.

SAMANTHA

I guess it will be me and you again tonight.

Samantha turns on the Quick Beaver and leans back on the bed.

EXT. MIRANDA'S APARTMENT -- EVENING

Miranda and Steve are playing with Brady on the steps of Miranda's apartment.

STEVE

Look at those hands. He'll be palming a basketball any day now.

MIRANDA

Or maybe he'll be palming a law book.

STEVE

Nah, he's more of the NBA type. I don't see him in the legal profession.

MIRANDA

Want to make a bet?

STEVE

I don't want to take your money.

MIRANDA

Oh, whatever.

STEVE

You know, you never did answer my question from the other night.

MIRANDA

What are you talking about?

CARRIE (V.O.)

Miranda knew full well what he was asking. She had hoped he'd just drop the issue, but unfortunately, it looked like she would just have to deal with the situation.

STEVE

About maybe you and I giving it another shot...for Brady.

MIRANDA

Is that the only reason we're discussing this...for Brady.

STEVE

Maybe, maybe not?

MIRANDA

No, Steve. Which is it?

STEVE

Well, you are still single and so am I.

MIRANDA

And what does that have to do with the price of hot chocolate in Tibet.

STEVE

It's tea in China.

MIRANDA

Same difference.

STEVE

I think that we sell ourselves short when it comes to each other.

MIRANDA

What do you mean?

STEVE

It's always something with us. We 

always let little things get in the way of us actually having something special.

CARRIE (V.O.)

For a moment, Miranda wondered if his words were true. Then she looked at Steve and saw all of the things that didn't go well the first and the second time they had tried to make things work.

MIRANDA

I just don't think that it's a good idea.

STEVE

Why not?

MIRANDA

We'd be settling.

STEVE

It's not settling.

MIRANDA

It is settling. If you or I were dating someone else right now, we wouldn't even be having this discussion.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Although, he didn't like it one bit, Steve knew that she was telling the truth.

INT. CHARLOTTE'S APARTMENT -- EVENING

Charlotte is sitting at the table in her apartment looking at the card from the adoption agency.

CARRIE (V.O.)

Meanwhile, Charlotte hadn't figured out whether she was one of those people that could go through the whole process of adoption. She had always pictured herself as being a mother, but the natural way. She didn't want to miss the whole experience that women go through when carrying a child. She had everything planned from the doctor that would do the delivery, to the times and teachers of the classes she would take. The only thing she needed was a baby...and of course a man to help make it. There was no choice in the matter. She wanted her own baby.

She checks the box marked NO and places the card with the rest of the outgoing mail.

INT. CARRIE'S APARTMENT -- NIGHT

Carrie buzzes Berger to come up to her apartment. She sits on the bed and awaits his knock on the door.

CARRIE (V.O.)

For once in the past few months, Berger and I decided to skip the formalities of going out somewhere on each date to just spend a close, intimate experience with each other within the confines of my apartment. I was a little nervous because I had no idea what the night had in store for us. I didn't know if tonight would be the green light our relationship needed for us to move to that next level.

There is a knock at the door. Carrie goes to let Berger in.

BERGER

Are you sure this is ok?

CARRIE

Yeah, it's fine. How are you?

BERGER

I'm doing ok. How are you?

CARRIE

I'm doing all right. I can't complain.

BERGER

So, this is the apartment.

CARRIE

Yep, this is it.

BERGER

It's nice.

CARRIE

It's probably nothing compared to your place out in the Hamptons, but its home.

BERGER

That's all that matters.

CARRIE

Yup.

BERGER

So, what do you want to do?

CARRIE

Um, I guess we could just talk or watch TV or something. What do you want to do?

BERGER

We can do TV. TV is good. As long as I'm with you, I'm fine.

CARRIE

Ditto.

CARRIE (V.O.)

And that was all we needed. It didn't really matter what we did as long as we were spending time with each other. We didn't have to jump full throttle into intimacy. It was much more fun taking things slow. There was no need to rush. With each look into Berger's eyes, I knew that we were moving at the right pace.
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